“We are not forming coalitions of
states, we are uniting people”
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SHORT HISTORY OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

The Hague Congress: m
European countries discuss new form
come out in favour of setting up a ‘European ass

1949
27-28 January

As a result of the Hague Congress, the Council of Europe is set up. It is to
be based in Strasbourg.

That same year it begins drawing up the European Convention on
Human Rights, which is signed in Rome in 1950 and comes into force in
September 1953.

In the course of time, nearly all European countries become members of
the Council of Europe.



putting fo
proposes that France and the Fed
and steel resources in a new organisation
can join.

Since this date can be regarded as the birthday of the European Union, 9
May is now celebrated annually as ‘Europe Day’.

1951
18 April

In Paris, six countries — Belgium, France, Germany (Federal Republic),
Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands — sign the Treaty establishing the

European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). It comes into force on 23 July
1952, for a period of 50 years.



nomic Communi
(Euratom). They come into force on

1972
22 January

In Brussels, accession freaties to the European Communities are signed
with Denmark, Ireland, Norway and the United Kingdom.

1973
1 January

Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom join the European
Communities, bringing their membership to nine. Norway stays out,
following a referendum in which most people voted against membership.



The first direct elections to the

1981
1 January

Greece joins the European Communities, bringing the number of member
states to 10.

1986
1 January

Spain and Portugal join the European Communities, bringing their
membership to 12.

1987
15 June

Start of the ‘Erasmus’ programme, set up to help young Europeans study
abroad, in other European countries.



9 November
Fall of the Berlin Wall.

1990
19 June

The Schengen Agreement is signed, aimed at abolishing checks af the
borders between member states of the European Communities.

1991
9-10 December

The Maastricht European Council adopts a Treaty on European Union. It [ays
the basis for a common foreign and security policy, closer cooperation on
justice and home affairs and the creation of an economic and monetary
union, including a single currency. The inter-governmental cooperation in
these fields added to the existing Community system creates the European
Union (EU). The EEC is renamed the ‘European Community’ (EC).



1992

5

1 January
Austria, Finland and Sweden join the EU, bringin
Norway stays out, following a referendum in which most people voted

against membership.

2002
1 January
People in the euro area countries

begin using euro notes and coins.

2004

1 May
Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latviq, Lithuania, Maltq,

Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia join the European Union.

2004
Bulgaria and Romania to join the EU;.& 2013 Croacia /2020 UK leaves the EU
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There is no future for the people of Europe other than in union.



'N Nothmg s possmle i

- without men,but -
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institutions.

- Jean Monnet

N



Make men work together, show
them that beyond their differences
and geographical boundaries there

lies a common interest.

— Jean Monnet —
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“When one has decided one’s objective it is necessary
to act without making assumptions about the risk of not
succeeding. As long as you have not tried a thing, you
cannot say it is impossible”



“There will be no peace in Europe if the States rebuild themselves on
the basis of national sovereignty, with its implications of prestige
politics and economic protection... The countries of Europe are not
strong enough individually to be able to guarantee prosperity and
social development for their peoples. The States of Europe must
therefore form a federation or a European entity that would make
them into a common economic unit”



“People only accept change
when they are faced with
necessity, and only recognize
necessity when a crisis is upon

them”

"Beyond differences and
geographical boundaries
there lies a common interest”
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Men only act in a state of necessity and
usually only recognise necessity in a
situation of crisis.



Europe has never existed. One
must genuinely create Europe.







"Europe will not g Il
be made all at

once, or according

to a single plan. It t ?

"World peace cannot be
safeguarded without the

making of creative efforts :::' b': :::‘mw

proportionate to the dangers S

which threaten it" achievements
‘which first create
a de facto ‘
solidarity.”

LS
& awyFi-




it will be built through concrete achievements,
that first create solidarity on the ground.



1945-1955 : le Rideau de fer tombe sur I'Europe
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After 1945, the cold war divides the world and Europe in
two and maintains a war dynamics

The draft of Europe, the Ist version of the Schuman declaration
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The conception of the
European Community

mong which Germany, divi ween FRG and
or its way. After the hopes
e creation of OEEC

Plunged into the'@
GDR since 1949, is an essential sta
disappointed by the Congress o

(European Organizationo nomic cooperation), or o ouncil of Europe
in 1949, Jean Monnet has no illusion: the European unity canno reached
through a intergovernmental organization or parliamentary meetings. His last

thirty years forged him an experience such as he conceives the european
construction only by pragmatic and concrete realizations, concerning limited
points but entailing transfers of national sovereignty for the benefit of an
european entity which remains to create.

French Minister of Foreign Affairs, native of Lorraine, born in the
Luxembourg and deeply Franco-German of culture, Robert Schuman, asks
Monnet to reach a project which can at the same time, anchor Germany

in the western camp, support the economic recovery of the European
contfinent and begin the European construction.

From April 16th fill May 6th, 1950, in his house of Houjarray, Monnet and his team draft a
document of 4 pages followed by 8 successive versions. The 9th - and last project, is
handed to Robert Schuman at the beginning of May 1950.

Le 6 Mai 1950

La paix mondiale ne saurait 8tre sauvegardde sans des efforts

eréateurs & la mesurs des dangers qui la menacent.

La contribution qu'une Lurope organisée et vivante peat apporn
ter & la civilisation est indispensable au malatien des relations
pacifiques. En se falsant depuls plus de 20 ans le champion d'une
Hurope unie, la France a toujours eu pour objet essentiel de servir

la paix. L'Europe n'a pas été raite, nous avons eu la guerra.

L'Europe ne se fsra pas d'un coup, ni dans une construction
d'ensemble 3 elle se fora par des réallisations concrites ordant
d'abord une solidarité de fait. Le rassemblement des nations eurce

péennes exige que l'opposition sécubdire de la France et de 1'Alle-
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EUROPEAN VALUES



The EU's values are set out in Article 2 of the Lisbon
Treaty and in the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.



The European Union is founded on the following values:

man dignity is inviolable. It must be res
foundation of fundamental rights.

Freedom

Freedom of movement gives citizens the right to move and reside freely within the
Union. Individual freedoms, such as respect for private life, freedom of thought,
religion, assembly, expression and information, are protected by the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights.

Democracy

The functioning of the EU is based on representative democracy. A European
citizen automatically enjoys political rights. All adult EU citizens have the right to
vote and to stand as candidates in elections to the European Parliament. EU
citizens have the right to vote and to stand as candidates in their country of
residence or in their country of origin.



Equality

reaty of Rome in 1957.

Rule of law

The European Union is based on the rule of law. All its activities are governed by treaties,
agreed voluntarily and democratically by the EU countries. Law and justice are upheld by an
independent judiciary. The EU countries have given the European Court of Justice the power
to give final rulings; its judgments must be respected by all.

Human rights

The EU Charter of Fundamental Rights protects human rights, including the right to be free
from discrimination based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or
sexual orientation, the right to protection of personal data, and the right of access to justice.



...and the promotion of peace and stability



In 2012 the EU was awarded the

Nobel Peace Prize

for its contribution to advancing peace, reconciliation,
democracy and human rights in Europe.
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